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One of the most memorable experiences of my life was the 4
th
 Welttreffen, which was held from July 24 to 

August 7, 2019 in Hungary and Romania. Each day of the trip brought new insights and adventures.  I enjoyed many 

towns in Hungary such as Nadwar, Seetsch, Hajosch, Bohl, Schomberg, Mohatsch, Grossnaarad, Budapest, and 

Timisoarara, Hatzfeld, Jimbolia, Warjasch, Nitzkydorf, and Liova, in Romania that we traveled to for cultural programs. 

These groups inspired hope that our culture and traditions will continue to carry on. Upon arrival, we were greeted many 

times with a band playing music.  The hosts were friendly and generous and had receptions that included drinks and 

delicious traditional foods.   The clubs were so proud to show us their towns, museums and tell us stories from the past. 

The dance group performances were outstanding!  A special thank you goes to all the clubs who hosted during our visits, 

and planned so many learning experiences.   

What made this trip a life changing experience was traveling through Hungary and Romania and the enthusiasm 

that I brought to capture all the moments of the Welttreffen.  Going through these villages prompted my enthusiasm of our 

ancestors, and using my past knowledge to gain a better understanding of the Donauschwaben history. I met so many 

friendly and welcoming people, and they shared many traditional experiences that will stay with me for a lifetime. 

Every day was a new experience! Our group learned how to make sausage and prepare strudel.  We learned how 

to starch underskirts for trachten and make decorations for Kirchweih hats. As a group we visited a mill and a schnapps 

distillery.  We even passed by the home of Herta Müller, a Noble Prize winner in literature. 

Our group was very fortunate to have visiting dance leaders from different areas from Hungary and Romania. 

They taught us traditional dances from Kindergruppe to Kulturgruppe levels to take home to our homelands to teach others 

in our clubs.  We were also blessed with a great accordion player Jozsef Emmert who taught us many new songs that 

continued to carry on throughout the trip. 

Josef Jerger, Vice President of the Weltdachverband, shared a touching history of his youth during the years 

1944 to 1950 during the genocide period of the Donauschwaben.  Ignaz Fischer and Josef Koch also shared stories 

regarding the Russian Deportation. Our group was grateful to all these men for taking their time to share their painful 

stories during this period.  It was truly important to share these stories to remember our ancestors and what they have lived 

through. 

One of the highlights was the presentation and dedication of the Ulmer Schachtel at Internat des 

Ungamdeutschen Bildungszentrums.  The Ulmer Schachtel was constructed as a reminder of how our ancestors arrived in 

the country and will be used as a model to teach history to future generations at the school. In the evening we all 

celebrated this event at the Anna Ball and danced to the music of the Heimattöne Kapelle. 

Several inspirational moments of the trip were reminders of the past such as the wreath that was placed in the 

Danube River in remembrance of our ancestors. A wreath was also placed on the the grave of Stefan Jäger a famous 

Donauschwaben painter. Peter Jung a famous Donauschwaben poet was also remembered. In Nitzkydork a wreath was 

laid in honor of our departed Donauschwaben people.  Our group also attended mass at Maria Radna for the occasion of 

the German pilgrimage. 

There were two Kirchweihs that gave us the opportunity to understand the traditions and customs of our 

ancestors.  Mass was attended and the Strauss was blessed. From marching to invite guests, dancing, eating, drinking and 

the final auction, the day’s events provided fun for all. 

 When we returned to Budapest, the group went on a riverboat cruise on the Danube River and a tour of Budapest.  

Our final farewell was in Taks, where we toured the town in Trabant cars.  Two dance groups performed, followed by a 

delicious dinner. 

I have only highlighted some of the events, since there are too many to write about. If you have not attended a 

Welttreffen, you are missing an experience of a lifetime. I want to thank Stefan Ihas, President of the Weltdachverband, 

Anna Fernbach, Josef Jerger, Jozsef Emmert, Hansi Müller, Erwin Zappe and all the people who planned to make this 

event special and life changing for many of us.  This is not something you could experience in the USA. The heart of the 

Donauschwaben is in Europe. This is so much more rewarding because this trip brings you into the heartland of your roots 

where you’re Oma, Opa and parents came from and lived the true lifestyle of a Schwob.  I also thank our Landesverband 

President Robert Filippi and Stiftung President Ed Tullius for supporting our USA Donauschwaben groups to participate 

in this event.  I look forward to attending another Welttreffen in the future. 



 

 


